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Mr Bill Johnston; Dr Mike Nahan 

WESTERN POWER — PRIVATISATION 

457. Mr W.J. JOHNSTON to the Treasurer: 

I refer to the Treasurer’s comment in April that the decision of the government was not to sell Western Power, 
that that was it; and the Premier’s often-repeated comments regarding the sale of government assets, including 
that the government is not going to sell enterprises such as the Water Corporation and Western Power. 

(1) Why was it a “big mistake” for successive governments not to privatise electricity assets, as the 
Treasurer said in Sydney on Friday? 

(2) Is it true that a long-term lease of government assets does not “fool many people”, as the Treasurer said 
in Sydney on Friday? 

(3) Will the Treasurer take the sale of Western Power to the next election? 

Dr M.D. NAHAN replied: 
(1)–(3) I thank the member for the question. I did not see him in the crowd, so where is he getting all these 

quotes? 

Mr J.M. Francis: He was in the Cookie Monster suit! 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: Oh, he was in the Cookie Monster suit, up the back? Yes. I thought that was him. 

Mr M. McGowan: Was The Australian Financial Review wrong? 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: Journalists can be wrong, member; journalists can be wrong. I will give members opposite a 
few lessons. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: Let us go back to the questions; I will answer them. It is our policy not to sell Western 
Power; that is it. It is our policy not to sell Western Power, and that is what I said at the conference when asked. 
They also asked, of course, about the issue of leasing, in the context of Queensland. I was asked whether we 
were following the Queensland model and I indicated to them that the problem with Queensland was that in 
opposition Campbell Newman campaigned strongly against privatisation, got into government, and then 
advocated strongly not for privatisation, but leasing, and it did not fool one person. People therefore saw that as 
hypocritical. That is what the question was, and that is what I said, and I have been consistent. I said that if one 
were to sell an asset like this or lease an asset like this, one would have to go to an election, but I also indicated 
strongly and clearly that it was not our policy to sell or lease Western Power. 
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